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The congress is being organized by Assomac, the Italian
association of footwear, leather and tanning machinery and
accessory manufacturers in collaboration with Messe
Frankfurt Italia.

The congress, the twenty-first held by UITIC, will take place from 20 to
22 September in Milan and Vigevano. Assomac, supported by Messe
Frankfurt Italia, is the organizer of the congress, which, for the past fifty
years, has been a centrepiece event for the footwear industry.

In the words of the Chair of Assomac, Maria Vittoria Brustia, “The
UITIC conference provides an ideal stage for highlighting our common
goal of promulgating the proven Italian method of enhancing the
international competitiveness of manufacturers, which is to build a
shared and open-ended system that makes use of the most advanced
technologies available. By bringing together representatives of the
international footwear industry, the congress gives participants a
valuable opportunity to pool vital information. It also creates conditions
conducive to the emergence of new business opportunities, provides a
space for constructive discussions, and sets the stage for interesting
visits to companies and technology centres. We feel confident that
Messe Frankfurt Italia’s established expertise as an organizer will
enable us to realize and improve on the goals we have set.”

Capable of generating synergies by working in tandem, Assomac and
Messe Frankfurt Italia are natural partners for the organization of the
September congress.

Donald Wich, Managing Director of Messe Frankfurt Italia, declared, “We
are delighted to be partnering with Assomac. The work that we are doing
together enables us to make the most of our respective areas of
specialization. Messe Frankfurt Italia brings its organizational skills to the
staging of this prestigious international event. Further, in its capacity as
organizer also of SPS lItalia (a trade fair showcasing smart production
solutions, automation, digital and sustainable manufacturing), Messe
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Frankfurt Italia can foster discussions on the enabling technologies that
facilitate the realization of important efficiency and sustainability objectives
in the footwear industry and elsewhere. Also contributing to the synergy is
Messe Frankfurt Group, which has considerable expertise in the textile
sector: its international ‘Texpertise Network’ includes around 50 trade fairs
covering the entire textile value chain, from research to yarns, from fashion
to technologies.”

"Our UITIC International Footwear Congress is the oldest one in the
world, we started the first edition in 1972, 50 years ago, and we are
going to have our 21st congress, thanks to Assomac as our main
partner and to Messe Frankfurt Italia as a supporting organisation!"
declared Yves Morin, UITIC President, “Our worldwide UITIC Members
are very enthusiastic about the idea of organizing our 21st UITIC
International Footwear Congress in Italy, a country which is an
undisputed reference in terms of innovation and technology for the
leather and footwear industries. This is why there was not much
hesitation in choosing the main subject: Moving towards Sustainability
through Innovation."

Sergio Dulio, Chief Technology and Innovation Officer, ATOM: “This
year the UITIC congress returns to Italy to discuss the highly topical
themes of innovation and sustainability. The congress will be an
occasion to focus on various important technological innovations that
have helped footwear companies modernize and become more
sustainable. It is therefore an event that is not to be missed.”

For more information: www.uitic-italy2023.com

Background information: Sustainable Messe Frankfurt

The Messe Frankfurt Group is one of the world’s leading trade fair, congress and event
organisers with their own exhibition grounds. With a workforce of some 2,200* people at its
headquarters in Frankfurt am Main and in 28 subsidiaries, it organises events around the
world. Group sales in financial year 2022 were around €450 million*. We serve our customers’
business interests efficiently within the framework of our Fairs & Events, Locations and
Services business fields. One of Messe Frankfurt’s key strengths is its powerful and closely
knit global sales network, which covers around 180 countries in all regions of the world. Our
comprehensive range of services — both onsite and online — ensures that customers
worldwide enjoy consistently high quality and flexibility when planning, organising and running
their events. We are using our digital expertise to develop new business models. The wide
range of services includes renting exhibition grounds, trade fair construction and marketing,
personnel and food services.

Sustainability is a central pillar of our corporate strategy. Here, we strike a healthy balance
between ecological and economic interests, social responsibility and diversity.

For more information, please visit our website at: www.messefrankfurt.com/sustainability

With its headquarters in Frankfurt am Main, the company is owned by the City of Frankfurt (60
percent) and the State of Hesse (40 percent).
For more information, please visit our website at: www.messefrankfurt.com

* Preliminary figures for 2022
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Assomac

Assomac aggregates and represents Italian manufacturers of machineries and technologies for
fashion, automotive, shoes, leather goods and upholstery manufacturing industries.

The main mission of Assomac is the elaboration of the sector policies in order to unify and give
value to all the aspects which make "Made with Italian Technology" a guarantee of high
qualitative standards, such as competences, professionalism and Italian history. Italian
competence means product ECCELLENCY, processes EXPERTISE and INNOVATION
capabilities.



